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are incapable of vision. I marvel that in these objections I have as
yet found nothing that is properly argued out. Further I made no
assumption concerning freedom which is not a matter of universal
experience; our natural light makes this most evident and I
cannot make out why it is said to be contradictory to previous
statements.

But though there are many who, looking to the Divine fore-
ordination, cannot conceive how that is compatible with liberty on
our part, nevertheless no one, when he considers himself alone, fails
to experience the fact that to will and to be free are the same thing
[or rather that there is no difference between what is voluntary and
what is free]. But this is no place for examining other people's1
opinions about this matter.

OBJECTION XIII.

For example, whilst I, during these days, sought to discuss
whether anything at all existed, and noted that, from the very fact
that I raised this question, it was an evident consequence that I
myself existed, I could not indeed refrain from judging that what I
understood so clearly was true ; this was not owing to compulsion
by some external force, but because the consequence of the great
mental illumination was a strong inclination of the will, and I
believed the above truth the more willingly and freely, the less
indifferent I was towards it2.

This term, great mental illumination, is metaphorical, and
consequently is not adapted to the purposes of argument. Moreover
everyone who is free from doubt claims to possess a similar illumina-
tion, and in his will there is the same inclination to believe that of
which he does not doubt, as in that of one who truly knows. . Hence
while this illumination may be the cause that makes a man obstinately
defend or hold some opinion, it is not the cause of his knowing it
to be true.

Further, not only to know a thing to be true, but also to believe it
or give assent to it, have nothing to do with the will. For, what is
proved by valid argument or is recounted as credible, is believed by
us whetJier we will or no. It is true that affirming and denying,
maintaining or refuting propositions, are acts of will; but it does
not follow on that account that internal assent depends upon the will.

Therefore the demonstration of the  truth that follows is not

1 The Calvinists', F. V.                  2 Cf. Med. iv. vol. i. p. 176, par. 2.